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Laura’s charity parachute jump  

Laura, joint steward of the Benhall and Stern-

field Ex Servicemans Village Social Club is 

completing a Parachute jump in aid of charity 

on 7 Aug.  The charities set to benefit are Suf-

folk Mind, the Club itself and the football 

pitch.  All monies raised will be equally divided 

between the 3.  Money raised for the village 

Club will be used for essential maintenance and 

disabled access. 

To donate: www.just giving.com/crowdfunding 

and use the search option for Laura Langford. 

Or you can donate at the bar when you visit.  

 

 

 

 

The Show is back 

After nearly being blown away in 2019, then 

cancelled in 2020, the Benhall & Sternfield  

Memorial Show is returning on 14 August, 75 

years since the first one. 

This year will be a somewhat scaled down 

version, due to the short time for planning and 

the Football Pitch being unavailable because of 

reseeding. Instead of the usual Marquee, all 

Produce will be exhibited in the Main Hall of 

the Club, which leaves the old Croquet lawn for 

stalls, Children’s Sports and entertainments. 

As usual there will be a BBQ, delicious cakes 

and tea and an ice cream van and a well- 

stocked bar in the Club. Live music will be 

provided by Paul Driver and his group, and 

among the other attractions are the ever- 

popular Andy the Clown, Punch and Judy, Stilt 

Walkers, Tarot reading and a Grand Raffle. 

There is plenty of room undercover in case of 

rain, as well as plenty of comfortable new 

seating inside the Club. 

The Opening Ceremony will be performed by 

Rev. Rachel Cornish at 2pm. Entrance is free 

and there is ample parking, so spread the word 

and come along and enjoy the opportunity to 

get together in a way we haven’t been able to 

do for 18 months. 

Jonathan Fox has stepped down as President 

and Sarah Slade as Chair and we thank them 

both for their enormous input and support 

over the years. 

Inevitably, it costs quite a lot to put on the 

Show, so if you would like to support us, come 

and spend on the day, or give a donation (or 

both!)  

Cheques made out to Benhall & Sternfield 

Memorial Show, can be sent to Pauline Graham 

29, Benhall Green IP17 1HT   or email 

pauline80@btinternet.com for details for BACS 

payments. 

See the enclosed invitation and please think of 

entering something, it really makes the Show. 

2pm -5pm Saturday 14 August at the Benhall 

Club in School Lane  SEE YOU THERE! 

 

August 2021  

 

How to contact us: do tell us your news, thoughts and ideas. We can list your local event 

(Benhall & Sternfield) and report on it. Email us at benhallnews@gmail.com. 

For Benhall & Sternfield Parish Council info: www.benhall.org.uk, the Noticeboards, or 

Facebook: @benhallsternfieldparishcouncil or Twitter: @BenandSternPC. 

 

 

 

Chiunque per la pizza? (Anyone for pizza?) 

Things are beginning to hot up at the Railway 

farm Shop as we are just a few weeks away 

from opening our outdoor kitchen. 

Centred around a wood fired oven, we’ll be 

serving delicious stone-baked takeaway pizza 

and hosting the odd ‘pop-up’ with thanks to 

the fantastic barbeque masters over at Longi-

tude 52°N 1°E.  

These weekend only menus will allow the oven 

to be available for other weekday activities 

such as feeding those involved with our ‘dig-

days’, community lunches etc. Keep an eye on 

the notice board in store or on our socials for 

updates of forthcoming events.  

We’ve also been in touch with our friends over 

at the Rural Coffee Caravan and will be sup-

porting them by offering the good folk of Ben-

hall tea & coffee through the ‘Meet up Mon-

days’ network. This is your opportunity to 

come down to the farm to have a drink, natter 

and slice of cake with others.  

As you can see, there is lots going on and we’ll 

continue to update you. 

Writing this (on Freedom day), we have made 

the decision to continue with best practice and 

kindly request that when visiting the shop suit-

able face coverings are worn. We will also con-

tinue with the one bubble rule for the safety of 

you, our loyal customers. Thanks as ever for 

supporting us, we look forward to sharing a 

pizza a with you soon! Arrivederci! 

Kerry & Martin  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/laura-langford-1
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/laura-langford-1
mailto:pauline80@btinternet.com
mailto:benhallnews@gmail.com
http://www.benhall.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

BENHALL & STERNFIELD HISTORY GROUP 

We will be at the Memorial Show on Saturday 

14 August 2021. 

Come along and browse our new book: ‘Benhall 

& Sternfield-Past and Present’. This one-off is 

an amazing, enthralling compilation, aiming to 

create interest and discussion in our villages’ 

past. You may recognise your house, family or 

friends. And you may be able to add names, 

details, stories and share your own 

photographs. 

NEW 

Family History –do you want to create a family 

tree? 

We can help with: 

- how to use free websites and find your 

ancestors 

- guidance on ordering birth, marriage and 

death certificates 

- advice on ordering military records 

- evidence on how a DNA test can aid your 

research 

You can of course talk to us at the Show or, 

for further information, contact us by email: 

benhallsternfieldhistory@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Big Lunch  

Well, the best laid plans etc----- 27 June was 

chosen for The Big Lunch to celebrate the 

partial lifting of restrictions: which of course 

didn’t happen. 

However, despite this and not very promising 

weather, a good crowd turned up at the Club. 

It was so uplifting to see old friends, and meet 

some new ones, whilst enjoying an excellent 

BBQ, ice creams and, later on, free tea and 

delicious homemade cakes donated by some 

of the village’s star bakers! Paul Driver and his 

group of local musicians kept us all 

entertained and Steve and Laura did a 

wonderful job providing drinks from the bar- 

which still required table service, but they 

whizzed through the ordering and delivering. 

There was a lovely friendly atmosphere. And 

the sun came out! 

 

Parish Council Meeting July 21 

On Thursday, 15 July, the PC held its first non-

Zoom meeting outside at Benhall Club; 

although the evening weather was gloomy, 

breezy and cold, the meeting itself was lively 

and attended by quite a few villagers (including 

our oldest resident!) and also our new District 

Councillor, Russ Rainger. This was a brilliant 

and most welcome advance, and we hope many 

more residents will come in future to stimulate 

and question us. 

The position regarding the plan for houses 

opposite the Railway Farm Shop – a proposed 

41 house extension to Shotts Meadow - was 

fully explained by Councillor Nicholson’s 

report and the PCs Response to the District 

Council Planners; this was the central feature 

of the last Newsletter. 

Some 23 villagers have sent, or were about to 

send, their own comments, and the Chairman 

urged them also to contact – as we have done 

several times- the Highways Department with 

regard to the footpath along the B1121 from 

the village to the farm shop. This is so 

overgrown and narrow that it is barely usable 

by one pedestrian, let alone one accompanied 

by a dog. It is impossible for baby buggies or 

wheelchairs to use it safely. 

The PC, partly as a response to a generous 

bequest from a late resident, has decided to 

plant a small memorial orchard at the top of 

the Green, with native (local) fruit varieties. 

Care will be taken not to impact on the existing 

natural meadow area. 

We are still pursuing speed restrictions to 

20mph in part of the village and the County 

Council has agreed to fund a ‘speed review’. 

Before the meeting closed, councillors Sue 

Nicholson and David Secret were warmly 

thanked for their commitment and hard work 

for the PC on Planning issues.  

The next PC  meeting will be at the Club on 

Thursday 16 September at 7 pm. 

 

 

DOG POO BINS… 

At the July meeting the PC considered the 

possibility for more dog poo bins in the village. 

Unfortunately, the cost of even one new bin 

was extraordinarily high, as also was the 

maintenance*. 

It was decided to ask dog owners to do their 

best to use bags and the bins that we do 

have…we would be grateful for this and are 

sorry to have to draw a line. 

*each bin costs £225 (ex VAT) and 

maintenance £52 a year (ex VAT). Plus written 

permission from the landowner is required if 

on private land (as many footpaths are). 

 

A Performance on the Village Green 

Sternfield residents, Reggie Oliver and his partner, 

Pippa Ritchie, are both actors (who first met in 

pantomime, many moons ago). They devised a 

special ‘two-hander’ performance ranging through 

Jane Austen, Dickens, the scurrilous poems of Harry 

Graham, Cold Comfort Farm and, of course, 

Shakespeare. This lovely free event took place in the 

play area of the Village Green on Sunday 25 July. 

What a joy it was to attend a live performance with 

so many others from our villages. And we were 

spared the forecast downpours. 


