
 

BENHALL & STERNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Benhall & Sternfield Annual Parish Meeting, held on  

Wednesday 22 May 2022 at Benhall Ex Servicemen’s Club 

 

Present:– Cllr Hilary Graham – Chairman,  Cllr Riven Brace – Vice Chairman, Cllr Chris Durrant,  Cllr Sue Nicholson, Cllr David Secret,  & 

Cllr Alan Woods. 

In Attendance:  7 members of the public, the Responsible Finance Officer and the Clerk.. 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Present:– Cllr Jo Pemberton - Holiday,  Cllr Beverly Barclay - prior engagement.   

SCC Cllr Andrew Reid, ESC Cllrs Russ Rainger and Tom Daley. 

 

2.    MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 6
TH

 MAY 2021 - TO CONSIDER THE APPROVAL. 

The minutes were approved correct by all, proposed Cllr Slade, seconded Cllr Brace, signed by the Chairman. 

 

3.   MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.  None.   

 

4.   GUEST SPEAKER – REPRESENTING ST ELIZABETH HOSPICE, Lesley Rawlinson. 

Thanked the PC for the recent donation.  She is the Community Partnership Fundraiser.  St Elizabeth Hospice has provided a service to 

Ipswich & East Suffolk for 35 years.  It is an independent charity and they have to raise £12.9 million a year to run the organisation.  Just 

30% is funded by the NHS the rest through fund raising. Their mission is to give end of life care and to also support family and carers as well 

as giving emotional support.  The can also provide special palliative care and offers the One Call service offering specialist information, 

advice and support.  Other services include Community nursing, day care services and out patients services, also young adult care.    They 

rely on volunteers to fundraise and they organise fundraising events which might include Open Gardens, Marathons etc.  Support through 

local businesses.  The Chairman asked for a definitive answer between the difference of the Macmillan service and the service which the 

district GPs provide.  Lesley will find out and let the PC know. 

 

5   REPORT FROM SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  The report from Cllr Andrew Reid has been circulated to all. 

 

6   REPORT FROM EAST SUFFOLK COUNCILLORS 

The ESC report has been circulated to all.  

 

7.  REPORTS TO BE RECEIVED FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS 

Big Lunch – Pauling Graham reported that 70 people has turned up as last year big lunch which was held outside because of the pandemic.  

Their was a bar provided by the club and live music.  This years Big Lunch will mark the Jubilee. 

Memorial Flower Show  -  Mark Puddefoot sent a report; 

Memorial Flower Show -The 2021 show, due to restrictions on large gatherings, had been planned only a couple of months prior to the day 

on Saturday 8th  August. The somewhat scaled-down event was held in the fenced-off area outside Benhall club. A decision to keep costs 

down led to the marquee being replaced and classes being displayed in the hall. With free entry and a desire for people to get out the show 

was well attended. A more compact showground proved to be a success with most visitors providing positive feedback.  Punch and Judy, 

Andy the clown, and the stilt walkers entertained the crowds all remarking it was good to see the return of a traditional village event. Thanks 

go to all volunteers, supporters, and committee members.   This years Flower Show will take place on 13
th

 August. 

Benhall Club – Thanked the Parish Council for the donation for £15,000, this had helped towards the renovations, which had cost £45,000. 

The turnover of the club has doubled since Covid. 

History Group – The archive has now moved to Smoke House Farm.  All of the school comments books have now been archived.  

Keen to create a digital archive of all of the artifacts.   Membership has increased and thanked the PC for its support.   Encourages for 

material from village residents.  An exhibition will be held in the club of Jubilees in the past. 

 

Sternfield Town Lands Charity. 

The trustees are ex-officio as Rector – vacant.  Pat Robbins – representative of the Parish Meeting for 4 years from 25 April 2018. 

Kathryn Feakes – co-opted trustees for 5 years from 14 February 2022.  David Secret – representative of the Parish Meeting for 4 years from 

12 May 2021.  The Charity is governed by a Trust Deed dated 16 September 1902.  The Trustees met once during the year on 14 February 

2022.  The most recent annual accounts are for the year ending 31 December 2021.    Assets of investments and bank accounts amount to 

£9,063, generating an annual income of £201.  As per the Trust Deed, one eighth was paid to Sternfield Church.  Since no further grants had 

been made in the previous year, the Trustees were pleased to make a grant of £250 to the Benhall and Sternfield History Group towards the 

project to record Village History.             

 

7.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Dr Hilary Graham 

Well, the PC seems to have survived Covid intact and are back meeting in the Club…although one winter evening we were unable to get in 

and held themeeting in the freezing cold under the headlights of my car!  I think the highlight of the year was the increasing engagement of  
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the PC and the villagers with the Club and with the relationship with Steve and the community. Happily the PC was able to contribute funds 

to support the Club’s major exercise in improvements and also to help the re-surfacing of Festival Close. it would be nice to think that we 

could do more of this, but that would depend on income from building developments in the Parish.  You will have noticed considerable work 

on the Wadd, including an extension of the boardwalk to make the area more accessible and safer.  A small orchard with native fruit trees has 

been planted at the top of the Green, thanks to a bequest from the late Joanna Dunham from Smokehouse Farm.  The trees are in blossom and 

are doing well, as are some others which we have  planted in the play area on the Green.  In the autumn of last year a group of volunteers 

(including pre-school children),  planted thousands of daffodils in Benhall and Sternfield, which flowered wonderfully, as a future reminder 

of the Pandemic and its heroes.  Big news: There is a smart new poo-bin there now!  Sadly we have not yet achieved getting the dangerous 

path to the Railway Farm  Shop made safe…we have done our level best and are now waiting for County to prioritise it. 

I would like to thank the Club for it’s work with us all and to thank our Clerk and  Committee for all the hard work they do, particularly the 

time and effort that Sue and David have given to difficult and complex planning issues. Many thanks too  to Carol Durrant for looking after 

us and keeping us safe; but thanks to everyone else as well. 

 

8.  FINANCE REPORT.  The RFO reported that the PC has two main sources of income – the annual Precept and CILs.  Other monies are 

received such as cemetery fees and occasionally grants from SCC and ESC. 

The annual Precept has, for a number of years, been £9K. This sum covers the fixed costs of the PC – salaries, insurance, village maintenance 

etc. But not much else. Costs have risen significantly for economic reasons and as a result the PC requested an increase in the Precept to 

£9.5K for the coming accounting year, and this has been accepted.  

A brief explanation about CILS – Community Infrastructure Levy.  When certain development takes place within our joint parish, the 

developer is required to pay a sum to the ESC based on the size of the houses built – ie square metre. Not all development attracts a CIL 

payment. The District Council pays our PC 15% of the money received, twice yearly – April and October. The PC cannot spend this money 

on anything it wants, there are restrictions.  It is not there for day-to-day expenses, but must be spent on infrastructure within the joint parish 

as a result of the additional development. Each payment received has to be spent within 5 years of receipt; otherwise it is returned to ESC. 

The PC has to publish an annual report demonstrating that the money spent has been used within the guidelines.  

The first CIL payment our PC received was in April 2016; the last payment received was in April 2021. No payments were received in 

October 2021 or April 2022. 

Since April 2016 to date, the PC has received £42,800 in CIL payments and has spent £35,600 within the joint parish.  

THE 2021/2022 ACCOUNTING YEAR;  The Parish Council (PC) opening balance (current account + savings) at 1st April 2021 was 

£42,160.  The closing balance at 31st March 2022 was £16,562.83. 

The PC spent a lot of money in the last accounting year, large and small projects took place, some of which were funded by the CILS holding 

and some from the PCs own savings. These projects include:- 

2 commemorative oak trees and guards. a replacement notice board for Sternfield, 6,000 daffodil bulbs, £17K donation to the Village Hall 

project (£2K grant from SCC), A £5K donation to contribute to the resurfacing of Festival Close, An extension to the bus shelter, Tree and 

hedge planting on the village green, Safety and no parking signs, A replacement dog waste bin, A new grit bin, £1K donations to local 

organisations and charities, Monthly newsletters & information boards on the telephone kiosk. 

Over and above the running costs covered by the Precept, the PC spent just under £20K in CIL money during the last accounting year and 

£5K from its savings.  

NEXT YEAR - Going forward to this new accounting year, at the moment there is no indication that the PC will receive more CIL income 

this year – or indeed in the very near future.  Small ‘one-off’ developments may take place, but these will not result in large payments, 

certainly not to the same degree as in previous years.  Prediction is that after paying for the Phase 3 Wadd work, only around £4k CIL money 

will remain.   The Precept will be more or less fully spent during the year (so much depends on grass cutting, tree work, emergency repairs 

etc).  I predict at the moment that at the end of the 2022/2023 accounting year, the PC will have in the region of £10K in savings, of which 

£4K will be CILs.  

 

9   REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES.   
Planning – Cllr Sue Nicholson reported that in the past year, with 14 Applications for Benhall – mainly residential - and 9 for Sternfield – 

mainly agricultural– the PC Planning Working Group of Chariman, Cllrs Brace, Secret & Nicholson have been kept busy.  

How do we handle Planning Applications? There is a tight time schedule as we have only 3 weeks from receipt of the Application details 

from East Suffolk Council to the deadline for our response.  We almost always make a site visit – often needing to contact the Applicant or 

their agent to arrange the visit. Near neighbours are automatically sent details by the East Suffolk Planners and often phone or email with 

their comments for our response. And, we may contact the neighbours for their thoughts.  

What do we have to consider: most of you will know about the Local Plan – from our village newsletters. This is East Suffolk’s development 

plan for the area and covers the ‘rules’ for all types of developments and locations. It also includes sites which it has earmarked for 

development in what I might describe as ‘pre approved’. For Benhall, these sites are South Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood with 800 

homes, employment, lorry park, hotel etc and the 41 to 50 home extension to Shotts Meadow. 

Having said the Local Plan covers the ‘rules’, our Working Group then has to interpret how these apply. It can sometimes be a bit like 

detective work:    

Then Shott’s Meadow - In the Local Plan, 50 houses are allocated to this site, next to the current 9 houses. So, in principle, it is pre-

approved. However, we felt that the Application made by the developer – as it happens for 41 houses, not 50 – failed to meet the criteria set 

by the Local Plan. Our key aim was to ensure that this development, a significant increase in the size of Benhall – of up to 25% - should be 

well connected and integrated with the village. It wasn’t according to the Application: firstly, there is a current footpath link into the village, 

restricted to only the residents of the current 9 houses and blocked by a locked gate. Secondly, it implies a footpath (but no cycle access) into  
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Mill Lane. Thirdly, the shared green amenity space which was in the Local Plan as between the rear of Forge Close and the new 

development, had been moved next to the railway line, too far from the village and possibly dangerous. And more.  

The Parish Council objected to this Application, calling it deeply flawed as it is completely car dependent – as there is no suitable footway or 

cycleway into Saxmundham and because it failed to show the development could be integrated into Benhall. 

Normally for a development of this size, we would have aimed to have a public meeting but unfortunately lockdowns and Covid rules 

prevented this. I did however, visit the current residents for an outdoor, masked meeting and had a number of email and phone discussions 

with nearby residents. 

Saxmundham Garden Neighbourhood, whilst there is no more news specifically about this development, East Suffolk have been undertaking 

a Community Governance Review of the boundaries between towns and parishes. As you will have seen, we have proposed that the boundary 

between Sax and Benhall is redrawn so that the entire Garden Neighbourhood will be within Saxmundham. This doesn’t change its location, 

so close to our small village but should help our plea to avoid coalescence with Sax so we can retain our small village character. 

 

10   ANY OTHER MATTERS OF VILLAGE INTEREST.  
Hill Farm, Sternfield – The Proprietors informed of the recent planning application for Hill Farm, the size of the construction had gone over 

by 450 sq mtrs due to  the requirement of additional office space.  Ward Farming Ltd is local producers of onions, potatoes, cereals, spinach 

and cabbage and the new building was built as a cold store for the storage of the vegetables.  They give employment to many. 

Cllr Secret thanked the proprietors and would like to carry out a site meeting at Hill Farm regarding the current assessment report.   

 

The meeting ended at 8.10pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………………     (Chairman)                 Date ……………………………… 

 

 

  

 


